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CAMPUS RESTO RATI O N  PROJ ECT: N E W  OUTLOOK FOR T H E  LAKE . . .  
The beauty of Furman's 
campus is legendary. I 
drive down Furman Mal l  
every day just to experi­
ence the glory of its spec­
tacu lar canopy of trees. 
When my oldest 
daughter, Pearce '02, 
was a Furman student, 
she cal led me one day 
and, clearly upset, 
exclaimed, " Dad, they're cutting down the trees on 
the mal l ! "  I was somewhat shocked to hear this, but 
as a middle school principal at the t ime, I had learned 
not to react immediately to shocking statements. 
I did not call the president's office to ask why 
Furman was chopping away at these stately symbols 
of the un iversity. Knowing that Furman for the most 
part employs bright, thoughtful people, I assumed 
that the school was doing someth ing that needed 
to be done. 
I also surmised, thanks to my biology degree, 
that the tree th inn ing  my daughter had described was 
probably done to improve the life spans of the trees 
and the beauty of the mal l .  The oaks had evidently 
grown so ta l l  over the years that they were imping ing 
on each other and endangering the ir  health. 
Of cou rse, the work was performed seamlessly. 
You can't even tel l  that a lmost every other tree on 
the mal l  has been removed. 
This year, as part of its celebration of the "Year 
of the Environment," Furman wi l l  embark on a nother 
project that, were my daughter still enrolled, would 
likely have caused her to cal l  with yet another com­
plaint: "They won't let us feed the ducks anymore ! "  
N o  doubt this statement reads l ike blasphemy 
to many a lumni  and friends, but the reasoning behind 
the new pol icy is just as sound  as the one for the 
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th inn ing of the trees: Feed ing bread (or whatever) 
to the waterfowl is bad for their health and for 
the health of the lake. 
For years the lake was a popular swimming hole. 
Alumni from the '60s and '70s probably remember 
d iving into the lake to take their swimming test ­
which they had to pass to graduate. 
But those days are long gone. Today the lake 
is extremely pol luted. One reason: The growing 
population of geese and ducks.  At the start of this 
school year, the lake's avian population was six times 
larger than recommended for a body of water its 
size (28 acres). 
In particular, Canada geese, once rarely seen, 
have made a remarkable comeback, especially in  the 
Southeast Their comeback has been so successful 
that they are becoming n u isances at golf courses, 
parks, college campuses and many other places, 
inc lud ing Furman .  
The lake and lakeshore are  be ing fouled by the 
waterfowl, to the point that i t  is  becoming a health 
hazard. When the wind blows in a certain direction, 
students can be heard grumbl ing about the stench 
emanating from the lake. And whi le being thrown 
in  the lake on one's b i rthday is still a Furman tradition, 
many students come down with the "b i rthday fl u "  
soon after going for their swim .  Feeding the birds 
si mply attracts more b irds to the lake - and per­
petuates the problems. 
The most vis ible part of the lake restoration 
project wi l l  be changing the shoreline to add natural 
vegetation. As the project progresses, Furman wi l l  also 
take humane steps to reduce the waterfowl populat ion .  
The project is being developed by a n  i nterdisci­
p l inary Lake Restoration Task Force. The group hopes 
the lake wi l l  become a va luable educational resource 
for Furman and the G reenvi l le community. Although 
the cleanup is l ikely to take several years, the benefits 
will be long last ing and will make your future visits 
to the lake safer, healthier and much more enjoyable. 
A more extensive article on plans for the lake 
wil l  appear i n  a forthcoming issue of the magazine. 
> Special note: We've barely completed 
Homecoming 2006, but the p lann ing is a l ready 
well u nder way for Homecoming 2007. 
Classes ending in  2 and 7 will be celebrating 
reu n ions next year at Homecoming,  which is 
scheduled for November 2-4. If you are interested 
in volunteering to be on your reun ion committee 
or would l ike more i nformation, please contact T ina 
Hayes Bal lew '78, associate d irector of the Alumni  
Association, at tina. bal lew@furman .edu or by ca l l ing 
1 -800-PURPLE3.  
We hope to see you at Homecoming 2007! 
- TOM TRIPLITT '76 
The author is director of the Alumni Association. 
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